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Preface
The 2nd CologneTwente Workshop on Graphs and Combinatorial Optimization (CTW2003) took place at the Uni-
versity of Twente in Enschede, The Netherlands, from May 14 to 16, 2003. The present collection of articles documents
the state of the art of the scientiﬁc topics to which the workshop was devoted and projects paths for future developments
in this active area of research.We are grateful to Professor Hammer for the opportunity to extend an “open invitation” to
the international community of researchers in the ﬁeld to contribute to a Special Issue of DiscreteApplied Mathematics
with articles relating to the workshop. We are pleased that so many colleagues accepted this invitation. We hope this
Special Issue will be found a valuable addition to the body of methodological knowledge about graph and discrete
optimization models.
The series of CologneTwente Workshops seems to meet such a growing demand in the research community that we
decided to change the biennial meeting pattern to an annual one, hosted alternatingly by different academic institutions.
In this sense, the CTW2003 is the ﬁrst in the new series. We hope for the continuing interest in these CTW workshops
and are looking forward to your contributions in the future as well.
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